Succession Act, 1956, any property inherited by a female
Hindu from her husband or from her father-in-law shall
devolve, in the absence of any son or daughter of the deceased
including the children of any pre-deceased son or daughter,
upon the heirs of the husband. So, after the death of Gowri,
the properties of late Gopala Rao will devolve upon his heirs.

160.  Seethabayamma was the second wife of Lakshmana Rao.
Seethabayamma had some property inherited from her mother.
Seethabayamma and Lakshmana Rao had a son and a daughter,
Lakshmana Rao had a son through his first wife. Subsequently,
Seethabayamma died. Whether the son of Lakshmana Rao through
his first wife is entitled to any share in the property of
Seethabayamma?

*   Under Section 15 (1) (a) of the Hindu Succession Act,1956,
'son' does not include stepson. The son of Lakshmana Rao
through his first wife will become step son to Seethabayamma.
He does not come under the head of 'son' in Section 15. He
can come in only as heir of husband under sub-clause (b). So
the son and daughter of Lakshmana  Rao  through
Seethabayamma alone are entitled to the property of
Seethabayamma to the exclusion of the son of Lakshmana Rao
through his first wife.

161.  Ramkumar and Sujatha are husband and wife, Though
they were married for 10 years, they had no children. Then they
adopted a boy, by name Sunil, aged about 4 years, After the
adoption, the wife became pregnant, Even before the delivery of
Sujatha, her husband, Ramkumar died. Subsequently, Sujatha
gave birth to a male child. A question has arisen as to whether
the male child born to Sujatha after the death of Ramkumar is
entitled to a share in the properties of Ramkumar. What is the
position?

*   Under Section 20 of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, a child,
who was in the womb at the time of the death of an intestate
and who is subsequently born alive, shall have the same right
to inherit to the intestate as if he or she had been born before
the death of the intestate and the inheritance shall be deemed
to vest in such a case with effect from the date of the death of
the intestate. So the male child, who was in the womb at the
time of the death of his father and who is subsequently born
alive, is also entitled I to a share in the properties of late
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